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The author reviews the development of broadcast 
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dissatisfactions that educators, broadcasters, and students have with 
the present broadcast curricula. He feels that communications 
departments should offer programs that serve all college students, 
not merely those who are interested in broadcasting as a career. The 
goals he sets forth are: (1) an initial course in integrated media 
for every student; (2) a course, also for every student, in 
communications history and theory; (3) courses to provide comparative 
understanding, for the broadcasting major, of the mass communicat ions 
media, and the societies they serve; (4) professional study in oral 
and written aspects of broadcast communication; and (5) advanced 
courses for specialization in writing, programming, management, or 
production. He emphasizes the importance of internship programs in 
providing experience beyond the classroom or laboratory* He concludes 
with a statement of the characteristics and attitudes that a graduate 
of a future broadcast education program should possess. 
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A NEW LOOK AT THE BROADCAST CURRICULA 

" _ f Charles F> Hunter / 
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(Presented at the Speech Communication Association Convention, Decmber, 1972) 



In thinking about the topic for discussiph today my first Inclination 
was to review the course titles and descriptions which appear in our university 
bulletins. This would be the way to get an up-to-date picture of the broadcast 
x:urricula^ ^ ^ / ~ ^ : : : ^ 

However, on second thought, toplace very much dependence upon college 
bullietins required more faith in their accuracy than I possessed, the course 
descriptions are often written by persons other than the instructors-- 
and even wi th c t^ changes occur /wSic^^^^^^^ no t: teve^led in: the 

bulletijis^ 

less,::erven^ omittihg\^ ^;^r^7^;f^ ^ ^ 

- On e nd g^^^ 
industry as to liihat 

some helpJul guideU ^ 
resul t s>^^ T^ who^ended up in sales is very certain everyone should have: 

course^ in marketing and sales research^^ 'Hier gir^^^ a prpduc tiioh 

assistaivt f eefs :t^^ :studip:::ac^yity *The bpy :%^^^ works 

in the radio-ty aepartment of an^ a^^ jtist as certain he should 

have been 1iardr^t:^ork^l^ 

On occasion, when we :have cpnsulted \^ ajbrout training— 

requireiierits , t^^^ tend/ t^ tell :us we should stress^ the personnel need 

is-at :th(rf;r^t:at v;: :-rs.i^.,"^ _ - 

The point is that no one is cc^npletely satisfied with the broadcast curricu 
today. i;t is tipct ta: taSciB^^ lo v 
unrest, this probing, is^^exactly as it should be^^^ S^ 

jmd smuginess in mass compinications in^^ 

' May we begin our ^c^ Each of ; us is 

concerTiea with and-is workin^^^ tipward curricV^^ Number two f There 

are no ejcper t s who can give ^\xs precise answers. ^ Wheth^^^ have been teaching 
for four years or forty, yearsj th^ absolutes eyad^ uir 

A large involved in: both sVarch ra^^ :'-" : 
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Many years ago Chancellor Hutchins at th . University of Chicago told his 
deans that eveiy five years each department ought to cancel all of its courses 
and start from the beginning with new ones. Only this way, he said, could the 
deadwoiod be eliminated. V . : ' ^ ^ - ^ 

The Chancellor's statement is, of course, based^^^u^ the assumption that 
the institution has an energetic and dedicated faculty. There is little point 
in changing course ntmbers and catalog descriptions If the same old things are 
going to be taught in the same old ways. of the situation, then. Ties 

in keeping faculties as aware, as alert, and to learn in their mature 

years as they: ^ere in their graduate ones. ^ - ^ 

GivTO this Icihd of f acuity ;^ s^ will give way; tiew areas of study 

/will ;^open ^d^^^ Zs^^^ - : ^ V i - 
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: "T: : One jt% hopef uT;gast/ chan^^ thrbughbut th^ broadcast curricula 

in::^fM^^r 
_tlrerins1^<^^ 

3hain ft^j^as^^^e^ ^ftitil^^f fbtt/^ny«»j^ 

^ ^ The?TMt 
^e|rees^^^^ 

a^master'^^re^ ^jctorate. Aluios^ 

1400 JLns^ J:e^^hing br ^dcas t ; \^ 

sub jects^^tfdi^ee^i^ i^^^ iy^ ^y^^^^" - - 

; We 4bnit play^tha/^numbers^gam^ be mentloived 

tKe" nwes^^^ in i^eyc^rricula 

^f junibr an^^^ Oyer eighty bf these have now joined our ranks. 

V(oT ^he ^^i^d/iSl^si^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ > V ; ^ - > >^ v ^ ; > :^ 

_ A new community college sulbmi t ted a broadcas ting curricula proppsal to me 
for reaction recentl^^ Would you believe in radio control room techniques, 

and one in^ tjeievisibh cpntrolcr^^P'^V^^ of course, the staple battery 

Tt^^irecfei^irU^ and TV^prod^ ^ y^ ] 

V V We v^llinot conceri^ but one wu Id hope 

all of the cpuises^^^^^ all of thesje institutions are not the result o£ some rabbit- 
lik^^ multlplicatioh. We desperately hope the numericaT growth is being anchored in an 
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underlying philosophical girding .which can both explain and justify its existence* 
If .this isn*t true, the future of American broadcasting is indeed jaundiced* _ 

Strengthening the broadcast curricula, in our humble mind, does hot mean the 
mere pro^liferation of courses or ihstruction. In some cases, it may entail the 
actual subtractioji cf courses, no matter how the empire builders feel. We submit 
the time is upon us to reexamine in what direction we are headed and ^at our 
objectives should be. Are we responsible solely for supplying good; ^loyees for 
the broadcast industry? What is our responsibility in further in^^^ 
of the non-broadcasting employees? Can we combine: the two? We assuredly hope so. 

May we ask your indulgence for a few moments to set: up what we 
appropriate instructionar goals for departments such a^^^ 



r tlieriirst place ,^ we belJLwe^ 
an initial cburs^ ^:^umferstandihgv^ 
tioii^shouW be view^ t[aru^^>s^ a syhthe^isvofMihe^ 

f ilmV stiU photography;, audib conttofi^ and: i^hasis should 

p^ed on thef art Siid jsciehc^ 
^separate^M o^^ass^^^iifi^ 



^:^^e r^tidiiiale^^^^ new intlftest ^Bxpres^ 

studeifts and faculty^^ 
^^rint comnw it Is no linger f 

a yideotape 4s his term papjer for a^^ 
Indian dainces for final pro jejct^^^^^^^^ 
fpr^liis study^ of urban^^pbieansv 
the; fact that people ^rom virtually^ 

f or; ppn-print meclia in. theit ^own^sqho^^ A course yeflsphasizing: 

the antegrated media wtll seir^e to janalyze ahd^ 
tiqns forms. It should be joint ly^f^^^ 

of radio, teleyisiqh, film, and photography^, and^^ sv^ll 
workshop groupsr. ^ :. > \ 



r " In the second place, ^^^^ feel shq^^ 

communication history,^^^^^ :T1^ia is the ^^^^ 

is difficult to see how anyone can understand the A^or^ some background 

in mass communications history. Oyr illust^^ colleagues: in libe^^^ are fully 



aware of the industrial revolution and its impact on the Many of them, 

however, se^ to have no awareness of the revolution in communications which 
followed close upon its heels. Newsprint, cinema, photography, radio, television 
are just peripheral, dilett^antish events which merit no scholarly attentionv To 
pur mind, nothing could be further from the truth. Let one of our goals be that 
the educated man of the future will be as aware of communications history and theory 
^nd their impact upon the world as he Is today of the history of, say, American 
literatures ~_ : l 

Thirdly, and at this stage we assui^e our student wishes to becomf a pr^^essipn- 
al, a major in our department, if you will-, he nwst have a clear, a very clear, 
understanding of the contei5>orary mass communications media, how they Work, and 
their economic problems . He must know hp^i^^^t^^^^ to various^aspects of rcon- 

texapor^ li^HLng,^ t^ In^gthler 
,word^ th^re should be^;a2?^^ 
yferc«dcas W as^thejr are ^^stta^d 

5/^hbse|^tstres3ing/^ V ' --_ 

FoSrthlj^ for ^r^ - 
Twill give him coiiqpeteixcy i^^ 
;^is if the^goal pt^^ch cla 
theirs exclusively sp>^^^^My cpurs^ 
and tlieir cp^^ student^* a educate Th^ere are 

^clv |nc(^s jtfp be ta^^ U-^Mv^^^t iaOh(rt 

fjii^sxxtedly^^^ * ~ - --_ 

v: FJL/thly, fpr our-^^^^^^ 

in brpadcas t educat Iohv^ :Thi s calls for advanced^ work^^^^^ prpgr^Mandn^ , v 

management ox production, jfed certa^^ shpuld be included a study of cbntenporary 

vcriWcal methods as they apply to the^^^ cpmunication medi^.. Sin 
iintegral part of t (Clevis ion; (if not the art f oriii^bf the t^jent ieth centu:^. as^^^^i^^^^ 
Adherents proclaim), strong^ inclusion pf such courses 

vas^n^es^of t3^^ T \ 

?^v- Many ofinxs are helped budgetwi^ 
specializatipn^^^^ 
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operations. These internships enable the student to journey off thecitt^us and 
engage in the day by day activities of professionals/ He finds hlnise If involved 
with a \^ole new set of problems, a major one being that time is now equated with 
money, and his learning has a new dimension; Unfortunately, we don't have as - 
many internships as we would like, but \^ereyer they exist they sho^^^^ nurtured 
and expanded, ? r - ^ : _ ' / 

This proposed frMiework is offered as an alternative to the current and almost 
inverse pyramiding of broadcasting curricula. We suggest that a broadcast curricultnn 
which is based upon these major areas--inyolv an integrated media, the 

history and theory of mass cotamunica^ions, their current operations and social V 
responsibilities, basic communication skillsv and, finally, a deg;ree of prafessional 
sj^iaijL^ttJ^ 
^SOT^tt^Mklac^ 

app^lle^ .as pefnttt": 
of ^^S^dtent*^^ 

music ,Mrtoryv .{rtii^ospi^ shbuld;^gcx:tq^^ tSrfiergra^uirtiW^ 
tijiie>:^^^ubM t^; w^ Ktriie ^diicirt ib 

• do^thenH^ As Jtnyfol^ibus jccn^pll^iy w wihging^^^^ 
^^Erdii^ ea^ ^ 

^^^1^ turn-foi^^ io^^oth^^ossi 
curricula. T^^ is the matl^^^ themselves, 

: J^^lfe in broadcast able, in- 
telligent 

one hand and scmie .ki^^ on 
the otKer is long sinde overdue .v^^^ the best curricula f or the average^^ 
be^^ow average 

imSsSJConrawhic^ ^ ~ j -[^ _ --~ -_ ^ : v 
1 > ^Vpne wuld hope, ihstattc^^ t 

b^oad^^^ industry would recognize^ th^^ just as the 

newspaper industry ha^ drae sq_^^^^ we can attra;ct 
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the caliber of students needed for a liretime dedicCwIon to the ever increasingly 
i]]q)ortant coimminicatiohs media/: 

Given such a training program as we have described, and given the highest 
caliber of student, we might well ask ourselves what "breed of cat" we are de- 
veloping. I would hope the student of the coming decade would be able to perform 
uaore ably than his predecessor in any broadcasting envirpiiment or allied field. 
JHis characteristics assuredly should include^^^^ ^ 

1. A clear knowledge of the creative processes involved in. the uses of 
integrated media ;> ^ . - > -: 

A thorough understanding of the history and*theoiY of mass coraminications 
and the way chey relate Ito conten^rary living; : 

A knowl-edge of t^^ broadcasting iri.th a prof iciency 

in^t ilea^tvbne^ ^ : ^ ^:^r 2^^^^^^^^ ^ I ^ ^r^^y^ 

An awareness of th^ social respons^^^^ broadcasting and a Jedi<itlon : 

to the^eali^ticni for htsr^^^Ws^v^ 

jf^tun^e cbt^ of a tender^ / 
xpnscienc ^ \^ ^ /^^/^ v - ^ ^ i:v/ /-^^^^ ^ 5o 

kiiow^^ fine^tsVf^ too heavily pn :ipl^edhi W ; 

^stc>::anil - ^^^^ v;^x>^^^/^ 

Finalljrj,Vwe for the creativ^^^hticftr 

nianif es ts^ it self in so many different ways i the broadcasting enyirotiinent • 

-/ Given the above characteristto nee& 
nevei: worry either abput pur graduate^s fitture or, nore iiqportantly, the rbl^ A 
vihe m4s^med^ :/ 

Ambitious as all of this sounds , you and I both knpw we cannot expect to" tutn / 
out graduates vhp have reached their ^^^f^^ as brpadcasters . We canhot-^^ - 

bestow matu^^^ at ccranmcement , whether at the end of four or three years/ At h^^ 
1>est, h^yex, pur graduate wlH be ready tp fcfrge the ja^ inteUrot ihdl > 

cohscience. Was It Bacon who said th^^ half of knowledge? 

At his worst ou^^raduate VTill meet this minimum requirement. Z - -- ---- 

It is to be^hpped that pur students, e^qposed t^^ program as we have de- 

scribed, \^tl be better trained, bet t^^^^^ to a changing ^«)r Id thah jMst 

ot us^ «ho^h^re hit^ in^theii^^radn^ _ / ; ; A v 
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